
 

 

  

  

Update for Schools: April 2017 
Bookings are now open for all of our Schools Workshops  

and Teacher Professional Development Sessions for 

Terms 2, 3 and 4 of 2017.  

Don’t miss out on your preferred dates. 

NEW! 

Master Classes for Talented Young Writers. We keep 

hearing that schools have slashed their budgets for Gifted 

and Talented programmes, but this shouldn’t mean that 

your talented young writers miss out. This year we will be 

offering either a 1 or 2 day Writing Master Class each 

term at a central Christchurch location during school 

hours. These will be targeted to specific interests, and 

provide an opportunity for GaT students to work with 

others of like interest under the guidance of award-

winning authors. We would love your suggestions. What 

are the needs of your GaT students? Which topics are of 

interest? How can we make this work for you? 

Please take the time to fill in this Google poll to help us 

with our planning. 

 

Lyric Writing! Music Teachers, are your students at Level 

3 NCEA working towards Song Writing credits? Do you 

have students involved with PLAY IT STRANGE or ROCK 

QUEST? We have an extremely talented tutor ready now 

to help with lyric writing.  

 

Going Rural! We can travel out to regions to run Writing 

Master Classes, workshops, and teacher development for 

schools or cluster groups of schools. If you are interested 

please make contact with us now, as there may be local 

funding opportunities available to help with the extra 

costs.  

 

 

The tutors and managers at The School for Young 

Writers have all been very busy with new 

developments over the start of 2017.  

We have seen a huge growth in our Saturday Morning 

Classes as keen young writers seek that ‘extra 

something’ our author-tutors provide. As a result, we 

are preparing to open a new class in Term 2. This 

means we can offer places for young writers from Year 

4 to Year 13. Please promote this opportunity with your 

eager young writers. (flyer attached) 

Over January this year we ran a number of holiday 

programmes. Our inaugural Summer Writing School for 

teenagers saw 22 teens from across the country 

spending a week in master classes with award-winning 

writers and poets, as well as a screenwriter and a 

lyricist. Please alert your keen teen writers that this will 

definitely be happening again in the summer of 2018. 

We also held Fantasy Writing Workshops for younger 

children, which were so well subscribed that we ran 

three full classes on one day. Keep an eye out for 

workshops being run with local libraries during the 

year. These are a great way for your young writers to 

get a “boost” in skills and motivation and are very 

affordable thanks to Creative Communities assistance. 

Our tutors have recently been traversing the whole 

country running workshops and PD sessions for both 

students and teachers. Our new branch in Queenstown 

kicks off this month. If your area would like a visit then 

let us know. We do travel!  

Invite The School for Young Writers into your school          

in 2017!  

Contact: young.writers@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeNMqVbHRlhlbVyBSFaWoxfipaz-6piWl11cGrEVfA2_MJRiA/viewform?c=0&w=1
mailto:young.writers@xtra.co.nz?subject=Booking%20query%20for%20School%20for%20Young%20Writers%20workshop
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Writing Idea:  the tall tale challenge 

 

For the entry form and details for our tall tale competition either: 

take a look at the latest Write On magazine  
or go to http://www.schoolforyoungwriters.org/newCompetition// 

or download the PDF attached with this email 
Entries due 30th June. For Year 4 to Year 11 students 

 
What’s a tall tale? 

It’s a story that is obviously untrue or impossible. But this doesn’t mean that it must be simply nonsense. 
A tall tale encourages readers to suspend disbelief for the sake of a good read. 

 
Some ways to suspend belief: 

 Create an extraordinary happening for an ordinary character in a normal setting 
 Create an extraordinary character in a normal setting 
 Surprise the reader but don’t bamboozle! 
 Create a plot that makes some kind of sense, even if it’s not normal sense 
 Try to convince your readers that the story could possibly be true 
 Tall tales can be funny, scary, sad, happy, entertaining or instructional 
 Think of an ending that is subtle and clever 

 

 

 

 

 

School for Young Writers Student Workshops can be tailored to meet your needs. 

Two-Day Workshops: our traditional two-day workshops continue to be very popular. Up to 10 young writers 

get intense workshop time with one of our experienced tutors. Prose, poetry, narrative, play script, letters – 

you ask for it and we’ll make it happen. 

One Whole Month of Enrichment Writing: We will run a one-day workshop as a springboard to four weeks of 

writing for up to 8 of your pupils. Using Google docs, your children will have a personalized writing 

programme, with regular tutor feedback to keep them motivated and improving. This programme can be 

extended month by month, or dip in and out during the year. 

Radio Plays: Supported by Plains FM your children will write, produce and record a radio play complete with 

sound effects. This can go to air and upload as a podcast on your website. See 

http://plainsfm.org.nz/news/radio-plays-create-buzz/ 

Reticent Writers: Do you have a group of children who have potential but hold back from writing 

experiences? We can help with small group tutoring to build enjoyment, skills and confidence. A great way to 

change the mindsets of those children who say, “I’ve got nothing to write about.” We have recently run some 

very successful workshops especially tailored for boys. 

We also offer fabulous professional development for teachers. Book now for your 2017/2018 Teacher Only 

Days. young.writers@xtra.co.nz 

Contact us for further details: mailto:youngwriters@xtra.co.nz 

http://www.schoolforyoungwriters.org/newCompetition/
http://plainsfm.org.nz/news/radio-plays-create-buzz/
mailto:young.writers@xtra.co.nz?subject=Booking%20query%20for%20School%20for%20Young%20Writers%20workshop
mailto:schoolforyoungwriters@gmail.com?subject=Professional%20Development%20Opportunities
mailto:youngwriters@xtra.co.nz

